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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2019 
 

YEAR 11                        ENGLISH LITERATURE             MARKING SCHEME  
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   
 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                            (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                            (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and for 

relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  
 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
   Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

   Content is relevant and accurate  

   Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

   Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 - 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

SECTION D - UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                             (25 marks) 

In Question 1 choose the most appropriate answer:                                                                     (1 mark)  

 

1.  The story is told by: 

a.  a first-person narrator. 

b.  a second-person narrator. 

c.  a first-person and a third-person narrator. 
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2.  Give two reasons to show why the following is effective:                                            (2 marks) 

 ‘Lavinia told her legs what to do, her arms, her body, her terror; she advised all parts of 

herselfin this white and terrible moment…’ (lines 3-4)  

 Award 1 mark each for two of the following:  

a.  The use of words such as ‘told’ and ‘advised’ suggest that she is giving instructions 

to herself.  

b.  It seems that her arms and her legs have become separate from herself.   

c.  Despite the darkness she associates her terror with whiteness 

 Accept any other plausible answer.  

 

3.  Suggest two reasons why the bridge is described as ‘almost alive’.                  (2 marks) 

Award marks to students who refer to the fact that the bridge was moving (swaying) 

and making noise (thudding). Accept any other plausible answer. 

 

4.  In lines 7-16, Lavinia experiences different feelings. List four feelings:                         (4 marks) 

a.  Lavinia is overcome by terror.  

b.  Lavinia prays for her own safety.  

c.  Lavinia has a feeling of helplessness. 

d. Lavinia is resolute to learn from her mistakes. 

 

5.  Give two reasons to show why the following sentence is effective:                                 (2 marks) 

 

‘She heard her clumsy feet on the porch and listened and felt her hands scrabbling and ripping 

at the lock with the key (lines 17-18).’ 

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that Lavinia was deeply aware of  

(a)  the sounds her feet were making.  

(b)  the panicky movements of her hands.  
 

6.  Bring out the contrast between the noises referred to in paragraph 2 and paragraph 5. 

                                                                                                                                                 (2 marks) 

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the sounds in paragraph 2 refer 

to sounds made by things around Lavinia such as the ‘roaring waters’, ‘the thudding 

bridge’ and the ‘shrieking music’ while in paragraph 5 the sounds either refer to her 

own body such as she ‘heard her clumsy feet’, she ‘heard her heart’ or seem to be 

coming from within – ‘she heard her inner voice screaming.’ 

 

7.  Bring out two differences and two similarities in the narrative technique between lines 20-24 

and lines 25-29.                                                                                                                  (4 marks) 

                                                                                                                                       

Two differences are: 

(i)  the use of direct speech in lines 20-24 but not in lines 25-29 

(ii)  lines 20-24 focus on one subject – the door; lines 25-29 focus on various things – 

 the music, the sound of Lavinia’s beating heart, her sense of relief, her decision 

 never to go out at night again.  

 

Two similarities are: 

(i)   short sentences 

(ii)  repetition 
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8.  Explain why Lavinia almost laughed at herself (line 35).                                              (2 marks) 

                                                                                                                                       

She started to feel a sense of relief / safe.  

 

9.  Explain why the following sentence is effective.                                                              (2 marks) 

 

 ‘Behind her in the living room, someone cleared his throat.’ 

 

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that Lavinia’s newly found sense of 

relief is destroyed by the presence of a person (perhaps Lavinia’s pursuer) inside the 

safety of her home.  

 

10.  With close reference to the text, comment on the importance of emotion and reason.  

                                                                                                                                                 (4 marks) 

Award marks to students who are able to refer to the fact that Lavinia is terrified and 

continually praying for her own safety but when she eventually gets home, reason sets 

in. There should be reference to phrases such as the following: 

 ‘He’s following, don’t turn, don’t look, you’ll not be able to move, you’ll be so 

frightened’. 

 ‘Oh God, please give me time to get inside and lock the door and I’ll be safe’. 

 ‘It stands to reason. If a man had been following me, he’d have caught me! I’m 

not a fast runner…’ 

 ‘There’s no one on the porch or in the yard. How silly of me. I wasn’t running 

from anything’.  

 

 

 
 


